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ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST SCHOOL
TO LIVE LEARN AND LOVE AS JESUS TAUGHT

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
SJE’s preschool program has grown significantly in the past few years. With
increased enrollment, Mrs. Melissa Schmidt joined SJE's preschool program in
2018 and teaches Pre3 students. Parents interested in enrolling a student for
the 2019-2020 school year are encouraged to tour the preschool, meet the
teachers and learn more about how SJE’s preschool program can nurture your
child academically and spiritually. New family registration is now open. Contact
Angie Buchanan, SJE’s Director of Admission, to learn more about the
application process. abuchanan@stjohnparish.org
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ISTEP

ISTEP

ISTEP

SJE is awarded an

A Grade

93% pass rate for
English Language Arts
84% pass rate for
Mathematics

30% increase in
growth points for
English Language Arts
& Mathematics

1

SJE demonstrated
incredible growth in
our ISTEP scores for
both ELA and
Mathematics. This is
a tremendous
accomplishment by
all our students,
teachers and
parents, and should
be celebrated for all
your hard work,
dedication and
support! We had
one of the highest
overall scores of all
elementary and
middle schools in
the Diocese of Gary
and Lake Central
district.
Math &
School ELA pass%
SJE

80.8%

Kolling

59.4%

Clark

71.3%
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HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION NEWS
Home and School Association is the
parent organization that supports the

academic experiences of students while
at SJE. Due to the success of the Race
for Education and Spring Fling
fundraisers, HSA was able to provide the
funds needed to purchase Social Studies
textbooks for the entire school and
middle school Language Arts. In 2017
funds were used to purchase the math
curriculum for the entire school.
HSA also purchased a much needed
copier which faculty uses to make all the
worksheets, tests and handouts for
students on a daily basis.
Parents can make a positive impact in
the HSA by volunteering at HSA
organized events as well as attending
HSA meetings. HSA meetings give
parents an opportunity to find out about
upcoming functions and contribute
ideas and suggestions for these events.
The HSA calendar is published on the
website under Parents>HSA.

SAVE the DATE for SJE’s
2019 Spring Fling
Friday, April 26th

Congratulations to
students Dominic
Forrester, Ines
Caballes, Julia
Simantirakis, Raeann
Risos and CJ
Carlson, who
recently competed
at the Northwestern
Indiana Science and
Engineering Fair
hosted by Valparaiso
University.
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Congratulations to our students for being nominated for September Kindness Awards! Faculty nominated students for demonstrating
actions of consideration and goodwill to other students.
Georgia Gould
Charlotte Maruszczak
Maisie Kovacs
Vinny Layman
Scotland Crate
Leah Topoll
Lauren Peterson
Hector Acuna

Teddy Mancilla
Logan Carr
Kelsey Hurey
Michael Tuley
Alex Barajas
Kayla DiFilippo
Trista Tate
Mitch Cadwallader

Joe Bojda
Sam Coduti
Maddie Haas
Jennifer Barajas
Molly Sheeran

Kate Sippel
Evie Lesina
Carolyn Cope
Gianna Santucci
Katelyn Emerson
Andrew Bisaga
Mariana Rivero

Congratulations to our students for being nominated for October Responsibility Awards! Faculty nominated students for being
accountable for their work and actions.
Madelyn Havens
Isaac Smith
Leia Adam
Drake Zivkovich
Mariluz Rodriguez
Benjamin Pingoy
Sophia Baker
Jack Tuley

Avery Simaga
Isabella Michalesko
Lucas Degenais
Olivia Reese
Eden Czarnik
Aaron Puch
Elizabeth Stout
Caitlin Stefanko

Ben Maranowicz
Julia Dahl
Lauren Giltner
R.J. Risos
Regan Boyle
Jack Ziegelhofer
Patrick Yock
Christopher Milen

Andy Hollingshead
Melanie DeVries
Alesi Rodriguez
Carly DeVries
Raeann Risos

Congratulations to our students for being nominated for December Tolerance Awards! Faculty nominated students for being
understanding of others and showing kindness.
Anna Maranowicz
Olivia Cervantes
Ava Moll

Cadence Lisek
Alison Brinas
Raeona Siona
Mady Emerson
Gavin Hollingshead
Sophia Ellis

Aidan Shrader
Julia Lesina
Lana Olmstead
Isabella Steliga
Luke Connolly
Teo Olmstead

3

Kaitlyn Nichols
Alesi Rodriguez
Jenny Barajas
Nick Oehmke

EVANGELIST NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 25, 2019

St. John the Evangelist academically challenged me each and every year I attended this amazing school.
I’m so thankful for this challenge. I was fully prepared to be overwhelmed by the academically vigorous
schedule in high school. I was pleasantly surprised to find that, while many others were struggling to
adjust to the new environment, I felt right at home. I was used to having to manage
IMPACT OF
my time, and while there was still a significant difference in the amount of
MY SJE
work, the skills I learned at SJE were still applicable to high school. The
EDUCATION
amount of preparation I experienced at St. John also allowed me to
obtain an academic scholarship from my high school. This was a
by Evelyn
Puntillo

privilege, for which I am extremely grateful.

In addition to the academic preparation at SJE, my spiritual life developed there as
well. The friendships I built at St. John are built on faith, and many of them have
been through thick and thin. I am so grateful to have had these friendships going
into high school. It’s important to meet new people, as well, but my SJE friendships
are still the strongest. Along with these friendships, my relationship with God
deepened, as well. Mass and Adoration provided me opportunities to experience
Jesus on a regular basis at SJE. The SJE community is committed to serving those

“The friendships I
built at St. John are
built on faith, and
many of them have
been through thick
and thin.”

in need, and I found my high school community to be the same. Both of these great
schools have service projects and/or service clubs in which students are welcome
and encouraged to participate. I became passionate about serving the poor through my exposure to
these projects at St. John, and my enthusiasm for serving those in need has carried over into my high

SPORTS

school life. For all of these reasons, I am so thankful for every aspect of SJE’s education and faith
formation in my life.

6th Grade Volleyball

7th Grade Volleyball

6th Grade Basketball

8th Grade Volleyball
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Cross Country

8th Grade Basketball
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My husband
and I have 3
sons and we
by Sheila Lachik
have been
parishioners here for more than 10 years. I consider
myself very blessed to have a job serving my parish and
the families here. Since I took over as Director of
Religious Education, we have seen a few changes within
the program. One of those changes was the modification
to the community service policy for middle school. We’ve
expanded the community service expectation to include
both an outreach element and a volunteer element. Our
goal is to give the middle school kids an opportunity to
experience the joy of service. Our hope is that a seed is planted that grows into a lifelong love of serving
others.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We are called to serve as Christ did but many people look at service as a burden. It is through these
opportunities, students can develop a passion for serving which can often be more meaningful for them
than the people they are helping. To some this doesn’t make sense and cannot be taught, it needs to be
experienced. We want this experience to become an opportunity for discovering their own gifts with the
idea of sharing their time, talent and treasure. What may begin as obligation, can grow to become a holy
habit that develops virtue.
Some of the service opportunities we promote are Carmelite Home in East Chicago and Northwest
Indiana Food Bank. We also encourage students to help at annual events like St. John Fest and
Oktoberfest. It has been a joy to witness these students in action serving the Lord.

National Junior Honor Society is a nationwide organization that focuses on helping students take
leadership roles in their school, providing service to others, and making more well-rounded students.
This is a great opportunity for students to challenge themselves to grow and develop skills for their
futures. At SJE, NJHS is more than just a group of students that make the honor roll. It is
a community of leaders with the vision to make SJE the best school that it can be. It is
service-oriented to show younger students that school is much more than doing your
best in class. It demonstrates that the best students strive for greatness inside and
by Matt Hartz outside of the classroom.

NJHS

The criteria students need to meet in order to be considered for NJHS is A's and B's for the first
semester of the school year and threes and fours in effort, conduct, and social growth. Students must
then fill out an application and go through an interview with the teachers running NJHS.
This year NJHS has several service projects planned. During the Christmas season, they will be having
a door decorating contest to raise money to buy presents for a needy child.
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NJHS members will serve as tutors for students in grades K-5 in the second semester and they will be
helping at the pancake breakfast during Catholic Schools Week. There will be another service project in
the spring, but an official decision has not been made yet.
Students in NJHS are seen as leaders and what every student should aspire to be. In NJHS, students
learn how to come up with service projects, collaborate together, and discuss how to make our
community a better place. This will help them as they move on to high school. They will be able to
balance school, service, and extra-curriculars. Students will be aware that in order to get the most out of
their education, they need to apply their knowledge in the real world, challenge themselves to be
comfortable with the uncomfortable, and make their community stronger. NJHS is a stepping stone to
National Honor Society, the prestigious high school organization. Their experience in NJHS will help
them make better contributions to NHS, their high school, and community.

Robotics at SJE
by Nicole Baly
“I hope that through the
robotics program,
students will develop an
interest in engineering,
programming, and
other STEM topics.”

This year, I launched the SJE Robotics Club because I think it is important to engage students in
engineering and critical thinking skills from an early age. It also gives students who may not excel at
sports an opportunity to be a part of a team. During the year, participating 7th and 8th graders will
build and program a robot to compete at a game in tournaments through Vex IQ Challenge. This
program involves more than 8,500 teams from 45 different countries. The students will document
their ideas and problems they encounter in an engineering notebook. We will be attending two local
tournaments later in the year. If we qualify, SJE would have an opportunity to attend the state
tournament. At these tournaments, students complete a teamwork challenge in which they work with
another team to score points during a game and a robot skills challenge which requires the robot to
run autonomously based on programs the students have developed. Judges also interview students
about their design process and how their robot functions. I hope that through the robotics program,
students will develop an interest in engineering, programming, and other STEM topics. It will also
help them develop team work skills and learn the importance of working together. SJE Robotics is
Sponsored by Danny DiTola State Farm Insurance.
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IN THE KINDERGARTEN
with Mrs. Emerson and
Mrs. Giegerich

How do you teach students to make
choices for themselves?
We always give our students the
opportunity to explore activities
that may interest them the most.
For example, some days we put
out center activities where they
are encouraged to complete a
game or activity at each table.
The students are given the
freedom to go to each table
independently and accomplish
each task. We always try to give
them these opportunities to
make choices and we find it's
important to praise them for a
job well done. This is also the
time to help them make those
choices when they don't know
what to do.

How do you teach students empathy for
fellow students?

What kinds of hands on learning do you
utilize in kindergarten?
We use manipulative for handson learning in the following
subject areas:
Reading: picture cards, leveled
readers, iPads, Instant Learning
Centers games, sights word
cards, white boards, and games/
activities on the Smart Board.
Math: smart board, Instant
Learning Center games, games
that correlate with and through
our math curriculum, iPads,
puzzles, board games, cubes.

During various lessons in
Religion we have the
opportunity to allow the
students to share their feelings
and teach them the basic
concepts of how to act with
kindness towards others. We use
stories and have even tried to
role play an example so they can
see how to be empathetic and
help others in need. We want
our students to help others and
stand up for one another.
Currently, we just made cards
for some of the homebound
parishioners and the students
were so excited about it. They
are hoping their cards put a
smile on the faces of those stuck
at home.
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How do you prepare students for first
grade?
Our goal is to have all of our
students at an average to above
average reading level by the
end of kindergarten. We
perform weekly assessments to
help students achieve this goal.
Each week we prepare
developmentally appropriate
lessons for the skills that will be
covered. We often collaborate
with the first grade teachers
during the year to ensure we are
meeting the goals each child
needs to make a smooth
transition into next year. If a
student is struggling we always
make sure that student is getting
the help they need by
communicating with parents. We
have taken time to work one-onone with those students and
collaborate with our resource
teacher and principal to make
sure they are getting the
assistance they need. Eventually,
opportunities are given in class
for that child to work
independently so they feel a
sense of confidence as the move
into first grade.

What are your favorite things about
teaching kindergarten?
The kids!!!!! We love their
curiosity and love for learning.
It's never a dull moment. We are
always surprised to see what
they come up with and what
new stories they will come to
share. Seeing them change from
the beginning of the year to the
end of May is such a joy and a
sense of accomplishment. We
just can't get enough!
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Important Dates
March 7
March 14
March 25-29
April 1
April 9
April 19-22
May 17
May 20
May 21
May 24

Talent Show in Gym
Quarterly Tuition Due
NO SCHOOL - Spring Break
School Resumes
Lenten Lunch, 2pm Dismissal
NO SCHOOL - Easter Break
Last All School Mass, Field Day
Last Day Pre 4
Last Day Pre 3
Last Day Grade K-8
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Prospective Families
Mrs. Angie Buchanan is
SJE’s Director of
Admissions. For more
information about
registering or touring the
school, please contact her
at (219)365-5451 x262

